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AUTHOR

Joslyn Chase is a prize-winning author of
mysteries and thrillers. Any day she can send
readers to the edge of their seats, chewing their
fingernails to the nub and prickling with
suspense, is a good day in her book.

Joslyn’s story, “Cold Hands, Warm Heart,” was
chosen by Amor Towles as one of the Best
Mystery Stories of the Year 2023.

Her short stories have appeared in Alfred
Hitchcock’s Mystery Magazine, Malice
Domestic's Mystery Most Devious, Thrill Ride
Magazine, Fiction River, Mystery, Crime, and
Mayhem, Mystery Magazine, and Pulphouse
Fiction, among others.

Known for her fast-paced suspense fiction,
Joslyn’s books are full of surprising twists and
delectable turns. You will find her riveting
novels most anywhere books are sold.

Her love for travel has led Joslyn to ride camels
through the Nubian desert, fend off monkeys on
the Rock of Gibraltar, and hike the Bavarian
Alps. But she still believes that sometimes the
best adventures come in getting the words on the
page and in the thrill of reading a great story.

Join the growing group of readers who’ve J 0 S LY N c H AS E
discovered the thrill of Chase! Sign up for

Joslyn’s readers’ group and get VIP access to

great bonuses—Ilike your free copy of No Rest:

14 Tales of Chilling Suspense—as well as
updates and first crack at new releases.



https://joslynchase.com/
https://landing.mailerlite.com/webforms/landing/c2v0b6
https://landing.mailerlite.com/webforms/landing/c2v0b6

Spy-in-training Riley Forte faces off against a
lethal criminal mastermind in this white-knuckle
sequel to the explosive Nocturne In Ashes.

Recruited by an elite, under-the-radar security firm,
concert pianist Riley Forte trains to go undercover at
an ultra-secret spy school in the heart of Bavaria.

Upon her arrival, a shocking revelation shatters her
confidence, making the struggle to stay atop the
learning curve more challenging than she ever
imagined.

Dogged by intrigue, treachery, and the mounting
threat of terrorism, can Riley acquire the skills she
needs to survive spy school and stop a disaster that
could rock the world?

For fans of Jeffery Deaver, William Kent
Krueger, CJ Box, and Iris Johansen. Grab your
copy today and clear your schedule—the thrills
don’t stop until the very last page.



TARGET

WHO SHOULD READ

Fans of suspense-packed fiction featuring plenty of action,
adventure, and emotionally satisfying moments will love
reading Staccato Passage and look for more in the series.

Readers who like a gritty, thrilling story but prefer to steer
clear of profanity and gratuitous sex scenes, will find what
they’re looking for in Staccato Passage.

The story combines the peril and tension of a terrorist
threat with the fascinating and mysterious world of spies
and spycraft. In Staccato Passage, Riley puts together the
team of intrepid crime fighters who will dominate and
drive this series of exciting thriller novels!

STACCATO PASSAGE TIE-INS

As the second book in the Riley Forte Suspense Thriller
series, Staccato Passage has a clear connection to the
first book, Nocturne in Ashes.

Each can be read as a stand-alone and still provide an
enjoyable and satisfying story. But of course, it’s more
fun to read them one after the other. The story found in
Nocturne in Ashes also runs alongside another Joslyn
Chase thriller novel, Steadman’s Blind.

You can follow Riley and her team as their exploits
continue in book three of the series, Cincher’s Waltz,
with a release date in 2026. Riley also appears in a short
thriller, No Rest, which fans can pick up for free when
they join the growing group of readers who’ve
discovered the thrill of Chase!
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PRAISE FOR STACCATO PASSAGE sl

"Suspense on every page, and all of it building to a brilliant
and satisfying surprise finale. Don't miss this one!

.....

"Fun and fast-paced read. | came to the end all too soon but
enjoyed every minute. Bravo!"

"An engaging all-night read you won't put down until the last
page has been read!"

"The perfect book to curl up with or take to the beach. With a fascinating setting, characters that
come alive off the page, and a ton of riveting suspense, this one is a bigtime winner.”

READ-ALIKE AUTHORS FOR JOSLYN CHASE KEYWORDS FOR STACCATO PASSAGE

Fans of... - spy school intrigue

- espionage network thriller
Jeffery Deaver, CJ Box, William Kent Krueger, - spy team thriller
Iris Johansen, Thomas Perry, Nevada Barr, - undercover spy training novel
Michael Koryta, Marc Cameron, JA Jance, David - codes and ciphers thriller
Baldacci, and Nelson DeMille... - secret international spy school

stop the terrorist plot thriller
will find a new favorite in Joslyn Chase!

COMPARABLE BOOKS TU STACCATU PASSAGE | CATEGORIES FOR STACCATO PASSAGE

FIC030000 FICTION // Thrillers / Suspense

-\-v 1180 FIC006000 FICTION / Thrillers / Espionage

— FIC031090 FICTION / Thrillers / Terrorism

&0 |
PA&I-SJEE]@T , ‘ Tsﬂzcc‘{‘l:ll(A)RONl‘. FI(_2022090 l_"‘ICTION / Mystery & Detective /

Private Investigators




BOOK

“I had some of my operatives in Europe dig a little deeper on this Cincher thing. It appears there may be some truth
to this Dread Pirate Roberts type of passage. They’re saying a new guy has recently taken command. By all
accounts, a more brutal and innovative leader than his predecessor.”

Rick shifted in his seat. Bad news, of course, but it didn’t explain why Wright was telling him, specifically. The
chief paused, something delicate and unsaid suspended in the air between them. Rick wished he’d just take a breath
and say it.

“There’s some indication that Cincher could be the man we know as John Harrigan.”

Now Rick wished he hadn’t said it.

“Are you going to tell Riley?” he asked.

Riley Forte was not only a good friend, but Rick had been the one to recruit her. Like Frederick had recruited Hugh
Jenkins.

“I’'m sending her to the academy in Bavaria tomorrow. I haven’t decided whether or not to tell her our suspicions
about Cincher. That’s why I wanted to talk to you.”

“I thought her training was scheduled for June.”
“It was.”
“Then why now?”

“Two reasons. First, I don’t want to delay any longer on getting her the skills she needs to protect herself and to be
useful to us.”

“And the second reason?” Rick asked.

“The second reason is that she’ll be safer at the academy, surrounded by some of our best people than most
anywhere I can think of.”

Rick nodded. He saw the logic.

“But are you going to tell her about John?” he asked again. “She survived his attack. She’s seen his face. She’s
definitely a person of interest to him. And if he is this Cincher...”

“I know.” Wright straightened in his chair, balled his fists in his lap. “I just don’t think she needs the added stress
right now. She’ll be somewhat insulated at the academy, and she’ll be concentrating on her training.”

“Yes...” Rick said, letting the word hang.

“And,” Wright continued, “as an added measure, I’'m sending you in as an instructor. To be there on the premises for
her. Watching over her.”

Chief Wright stood and straightened his tie. “Go pack a bag, Rick. You leave in three hours.”
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FROM THE BOOK

From his vantage point at the top of the highest
hill, John Harrigan watched the plane go down.
He followed its decline with his binoculars,
noting with interest how the wings sheared off
as it hit the inexorable wall of Brazilian forest
and how abruptly it came to rest against a
jagged crest of rock.

The image of a face shimmered across her mind—
the man who’d taken her husband and child from
her—and she let it come. It was a rare moment
when Riley allowed herself to think about him.

Riley’s chest felt tight, making it hard to draw
breath. Inside her stomach, something moved,
slow and greasy. She felt sick with trepidation,
and another sensation she couldn’t identify.

She thought it might be excitement.

Taz Salih stared through the glass, sweat breaking
out beneath his gas mask.

Two canisters, nestled in a clear acrylic holder,
waited beyond the unbreakable glass. Two
canisters, more deadly than anything he’d ever
encountered.

Using an app on his phone, he clocked off half a
kilometer and found a faintly delineated trail,
following it into thick pine and oak coverage as
he’d instructed his contact to do.

The man was there, waiting for him.

Dr. Bernardo didn’t know the name of his patient.
Nor did he want to. He understood that the less he
knew, the greater his chances of survival.

Riley wavered and her foot skidded down the
rock, losing its purchase. She gasped as her hand
slipped from the crevice, flailing and finding
nothing.

She fell.

“Hugh Jenkins turned up yesterday.”
“Alive?” someone asked.

Wright dropped into his chair at the head of the
table. “Barely.”

She couldn’t help feeling that by the time she
got back, Nate would be lost to her.

Just one more precious part of her life...gone.

Flying meant relinquishing control, placing your
life in the hands of strangers more than thirty
thousand feet above the ground. Nowhere to run to,
nowhere to hide if things went bad.

Utterly terrifying, if you let yourself think about it
too long.
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