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Author Bio 
Joslyn Chase is a prize-winning author of 

mysteries and thrillers. Any day she can send 

readers to the edge of their seats, chewing their 

fingernails to the nub and prickling with 

suspense, is a good day in her book.  

In 2025, Joslyn’s thriller novel Staccato Passage 

was a semi-finalist for the Adventure Writer’s 

Grandmaster Award, and her novelette, A Band 

of Scheming Women, was a finalist for the 

Derringer Award. The first book in her Riley 

Forte series, Nocturne in Ashes, was also a 

finalist for the Readers' Favorite International 

Book Award. In addition, “Cold Hands, Warm 

Heart,” was chosen by Amor Towles as one of 

the Best Mystery Stories of the Year 2023. 

Her short stories have appeared in Alfred 

Hitchcock’s Mystery Magazine, Malice 

Domestic's Mystery Most Devious, Thrill Ride 

Magazine, Fiction River, Mystery, Crime, and 

Mayhem, Mystery Magazine, and Pulphouse 

Fiction, among others.  

Known for her fast-paced suspense fiction, 

Joslyn’s books are full of surprising twists and 

delectable turns. You will find her riveting novels 

most anywhere books are sold. 

Her love for travel has led Joslyn to ride camels 

through the Nubian desert, fend off monkeys on 

the Rock of Gibraltar, and hike the Bavarian 

Alps. But she still believes that sometimes the 

best adventures come in getting the words on the 

page and in the thrill of reading a great story. 

Join the growing group of readers who’ve 

discovered the thrill of Chase! Sign up for 

Joslyn’s readers’ group and get VIP access to 

great bonuses—like your free copy of No Rest: 

14 Tales of Chilling Suspense—as well as 

updates and first crack at new releases. 
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The Riley Forte Suspense Thriller Series 
 

From the Concert Stage to the Shadow War—

Riley Forte Is No Ordinary Heroine 

 

Riley Forte didn’t plan on becoming a spy. After 

tragedy shattered her world, she stepped away from 

her life as a concert pianist—only to discover a new 

purpose on the front lines of danger. 

 

In Nocturne in Ashes, Riley faces her first test of 

survival: a volcanic eruption traps her in a small 

town with a serial killer—and no way out. 

 

Staccato Passage finds her training at an ultra-

secret spy camp in Bavaria, where enemies have 

already infiltrated the walls. 

 

In Cincher’s Waltz, Riley stumbles upon a Nazi-

era artifact in the tunnels beneath Bavaria—setting 

off a high-stakes chase across continents to stop a 

global catastrophe. 

 

Smart, relentless, and emotionally rich, this fast-

paced series is perfect for fans of twisty thrillers, 

international espionage, and heroines with fire. 

 

Start from the beginning—or jump in anywhere. 

Riley Forte is a force you won’t forget. 

 

series Bio  



 

WHO SHOULD READ 
 
Fans of suspense-packed fiction featuring plenty of action, 

adventure, and emotionally satisfying moments will 

devour the Riley Forte books and be hungry for more. 

 

Readers who like a gritty, thrilling story but prefer to steer 

clear of profanity and gratuitous sex scenes, will find what 

they’re looking for with Riley Forte. 

 

The stories combine peril, tension, and nail-biting 

suspense as Riley Forte and her team of intrepid crime 

fighters match wits and skills against a formidable foe.  

 

Perfectly suited for thriller fans looking for a fresh take 

and a lineup of satisfying reading experiences. 

Target Audience 

Riley Forte TIE-INS 
 
Although each book in the Riley Forte series can be read as 

a stand-alone, reading one after another makes for a more 

complete and satisfying experience. In addition, another 

Joslyn Chase thriller, Steadman’s Blind, runs alongside the 

first Riley Forte book, Nocturne in Ashes. 

 

The two stories share a dramatic and perilous setting 

centered around the eruption of Mt. Rainier. Though each 

follows a different set of characters and tells a unique tale, 

the two stories do briefly cross over in a few spots, adding 

to the reader’s insight and enjoyment. 

 

Watch for your chance to follow Riley and her team as 

their exploits continue in Book Four of the series, 

Crescendo Rising. Riley also appears in No Rest, which 

fans can pick up for free when they join the growing group 

of readers who’ve discovered the thrill of Chase! 
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PRAISE FOR Riley Forte 

Read-alike authors for Joslyn chase 
Fans of… 

 

Jeffery Deaver, CJ Box, William Kent Krueger, 

Iris Johansen, Thomas Perry, Nevada Barr, 

Michael Koryta, Marc Cameron, JA Jance, David 

Baldacci, Clive Cussler, and Nelson DeMille… 

 

will find a new favorite in Joslyn Chase! 

 
 

"A fast-paced, action thriller with a ton of suspense, distinct 

and memorable characters, and a unique setting." 

READ N GROW, Nocturne in Ashes 
 “Trust me—once you start reading, you’ll be up long into the 

night, desperate to find out what happens." 

READer’s Favorite, Nocturne in Ashes 

 
"The perfect book to curl up with or take to the beach. With a fascinating setting, characters that 

come alive off the page, and a ton of riveting suspense, this one is a bigtime winner.” 

Advance Reader REVIEW, Staccato Passage 
 

keywords for Riley Forte  
- volcano disaster thriller 

- treasure hunt thriller 

- trapped with a killer thriller  

- forest escape thriller  

- spy school suspense thriller  

- mountain chase thriller 

- international chase thriller 

“Joslyn Chase expertly weaves high-stakes action with complex 

character development to offer a spy thriller that works on many 

levels to please readers who want a fully-rounded novel.” 

Reader’s Favorite, staccato passage 
 

Comparable books to Riley Forte series  

                                  

categories for Riley Forte books  
FIC030000     FICTION / Thrillers / Suspense 

 

FIC031010     FICTION / Thrillers / Crime 
 
FIC002000     FICTION / Action & Adventure 
 
FIC006000     FICTION / Thrillers / Espionage 



If she had been cold before, Riley now found a whole new take on the experience. Teeth chattering, she 

hugged herself as the boat sped into the open water. Once they were well away from shore, Alvaro cut the 

engine and turned in his seat, ready to talk. 

“You are being tracked,” he said. “I don’t know how and I couldn’t be sure your room or my car are not 

bugged, so this is where we must speak.” 

Hunkering low to avoid the frigid breeze off the water, Riley listened as Alvaro continued. 

“When I arrived at your hotel, I was approached by two men. They told me that I was to help you retrieve the 

coffer and then take it from you and turn it over to them.” 

Rick started to protest, but Alvaro spoke over him. “If I do this, they told me, no one will be hurt and I can 

expect a sizeable reward. If not…” He gave an expressive shrug. 

“If not, what?” Rick pressed. “How did they threaten you?” 

“Me? I have nothing they can touch. It was Luther they threatened.” 

Disappointment sank like a stone in Riley’s chest. “We should go back,” she said. “I don’t want to be 

responsible for anything happening to Luther.” 

“He would be pleased to hear you say that,” Alvaro told her. “And then he would slap your face. Luther does 

not back down from bullies.” 

Patting the bulge at the back of his jacket, he said, “You saw me take the painting and the book. Our clever 

swap won’t fool them for long, but it might buy you enough time to get away. When we reach the vault, take 

the contents and leave me the coffer. Return to the boat and escape.” 

“But what about you?” Riley asked, anguish rising in her throat. 

Alvaro smiled, made an expansive gesture with his hands. “I will give them the coffer, as requested. Though I 

don’t think I will stick around—as you Americans say—to collect my reward.” 

Rick shook his head. “We can’t just leave you—” 

“You can, and you must. Don’t worry over me. I did twenty years in Special Forces and I know the island like a 

drunk knows his favorite cantina. I am a vapor. I disappear.” 

“And Luther?” Riley asked. 

Alvaro blew a breath across his open palm.  

“He’s already gone.” 
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Snippets From Nocturne 

The summer he turned thirteen, he took his 

first life.  

His first human life. 

He’d killed scores of animals. His mother had 

taught him that. 

 Congratulations, partner. Your first case out and you 

draw the short straw.” 

“Hey, I’m happy with it. Go big or go home, right?” 

Nate laughed. “Sure, but if you foul this up, you’ll 

never be able to wash the stink out of your career. 

 

Riley’s chest felt tight, making it hard to draw 
breath. Inside her stomach, something moved, 
slow and greasy. She felt sick with trepidation, 
and another sensation she couldn’t identify. 
 
She thought it might be excitement. 
 

From his vantage point at the top of the highest 

hill, John Harrigan watched the plane go down. 

He followed its decline with his binoculars, noting 

with interest how the wings sheared off as it hit the 

inexorable wall of Brazilian forest and how 

abruptly it came to rest against a jagged crest of 

rock. 

 

Early in the summer, Mt. Rainier had woken like 
a fussy baby after a long nap, gassy and 
petulant.  
 
She’d spit up and burped, raged and bawled, 
and then fallen back into an uneasy sleep. 
 

He pondered the possibility that it had not been 

fate but something more deliberate that had 

maneuvered him onto this case.  

He didn’t want to over analyze. When the brass 

ring presents, you grab it and go. 

 

Taz Salih stared through the glass, sweat breaking 

out beneath his gas mask. 

 

Two canisters, nestled in a clear acrylic holder, 

waited beyond the unbreakable glass. Two 

canisters, more deadly than anything he’d ever 

encountered. 

 

Using an app on his phone, he clocked off half a 

kilometer and found a faintly delineated trail, 

following it into thick pine and oak coverage as 

he’d instructed his contact to do. 

 

The man was there, waiting for him. 

 

As yet untouched and unaware, Riley stared at the 

unfolding disaster on the screen, never suspecting 

how far Rainier’s ripples would yet travel. 

And how violently they would be rocked by it 

here, beyond the shadow of the mountain. 

 

Flying meant relinquishing control, placing your 

life in the hands of strangers more than thirty 

thousand feet above the ground. Nowhere to run to, 

nowhere to hide if things went bad.  

 

Utterly terrifying, if you let yourself think about it 

too long. 
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